
Hepatitis C Information
 Contributed by Zak Scharfen
Tuesday, 20 June 2006
Last Updated Monday, 31 July 2006

Many people have Hepatitis C and don&rsquo;t even know it; by the time they start showing symptoms, significant
damage to the liver has already occurred. Hepatitis C information is available from a number of  online sources, and since
it is a fairly new form of hepatitis, facts and misconceptions are common points of discussion, so that the public can
become educated. According to www.hepctherapy.net, almost 30% of the American population who have this chronic
disease, have absolutely no idea how they got it. Information on Hepatitis C discusses the most common ways people
contract it, what symptoms may be present, if any, treatment options, and how to live with it. Hepatitis C information
describes how the body&rsquo;s immune system is just unable to fight the virus, and how over time, the liver loses
it&rsquo;s ability to function properly.

The Hepatitis C information shared on the internet is full of the most pertinent facts that everyone should know, whether
they have the virus or not. The incidence is increasing in the American population, and there are many routes of
transmission included in Hepatitis C information . This virus is transmitted by infected blood on unsterile instruments in a
medical or dental setting, in tattoo or body piercing parlors, by having sex with an infected partner, through a cut or skin
wound, needle sticks, intravenous drug use with tainted needles, sharing drug paraphernalia used to snort cocaine or
methamphetamines, blood transfusions, or through blood-to-blood contact. Hepatitis C information states that a great
amount of time can pass from when infection occurs and the person starts showing symptoms, and damage to the liver
can be severe by the time it is diagnosed. According to a number of online Hepatitis C information sources, this virus is
one of the most common reasons that liver transplants are performed in this country. 

Prevention, education, and awareness is the best way to avoid contracting Hepatitis C. No one should have to worry
about getting the virus through sterile medical and dental procedures, but it does happen. Tattoo and piercing parlors
that are not regulated by state agencies can also be a possible source; it&rsquo;s okay to ask to see the sterile
instruments and inks being opened from their packages, and if it&rsquo;s not sterile, I&rsquo;d take my business
elsewhere. Hepatitis C information also discusses the level of risk present for health care workers, needle sticks and
exposure to blood is common, which is why the use of universal precautions is so important. The goal of Hepatitis C
information is to provide education to everyone to reduce the prevalence and incidence of this horrific chronic disease.

Health Resource Central

http://healthresourcecentral.com Powered by Joomla! Generated: 4 September, 2010, 22:46


